
 

Dear Parents, 

It is with great joy that I join the community of Corpus Christi Academy for the 2016-2017 

academic year! Next year will be my 8
th

 year as an English teacher, having previously taught 

English in grades 7-10 at Gilmour Academy. Prior to teaching at Gilmour, I taught middle school 

English at a Catholic school in Mississippi. It was there that I realized teaching middle school 

English is where my passion as an educator lies, and I couldn’t be more excited to be teaching 

middle school students here at Corpus Christi Academy. 

Enclosed is a list of books for your child to choose from for summer reading. I ask that your child 

read at least threethreethreethree books they haven’t read yet from the list provided and also annotate while 

reading. Whether your child reads a book on an e-reader or in a physical book, I want them to 

underline thought-provoking passages and also respond to the book in writing (for ideas on what 

to write and other guidelines, see the “Write Back” section below the book list). This will be 

helpful the first week of school when your child will revisit the summer reading for their first 

English assignment of the new academic year. 

If your child would like to listen to an audio version of any of the books, please have them read 

along with the narrator and take notes on a separate piece of paper or on the computer. 

Further, if your child is not enjoying the book they chose, it is perfectly acceptable for them to 

stop and choose another book. Deciding what they do or do not like is an important step as they 

develop into strong, independent readers.  

As a parent, you are the most important educator to your child, and throughout the year, I look 

forward to partnering with you and your efforts in the education process. I also invite you to join 

me in my endeavors as an educator, especially in cultivating a love of literature. Some ways that 

you can support your child’s independent reading are: 

- researching book titles to help your child discern a good selection 

- reading the book along with your child to spark discussion 

- establishing and encouraging a routine for reading 

- creating a comfortable and special space for reading in your home 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

It’s an honor and a privilege to be part of your child’s education, and I look forward to hearing all 

about their summer reading experience! 

Sincerely,  

 

Mrs. Kelly Whitaker 
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Grade 7Grade 7Grade 7Grade 7        

(Read at least three from the list below.) 

1. Crispin by AVI 

2. Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer 

Choldenko 

3. Boy: Tales of Childhood by Roald Dahl 

4. The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm by Nancy 

Farmer 

5. The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by 

Jacqueline Kelly 

6. The Magician’s Nephew by C.S. Lewis 

7. The Big Field by Mike Lupica 

8. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone by 

J.K. Rowling  

9. Holes by Louis Sachar  

10. The Bronze Bow by Elizabeth George 

Speare 

11. Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

12. Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline 

Woodson 

Grade 8Grade 8Grade 8Grade 8    

 (Read at least three from the list below.) 

1. Feed by M.T. Anderson 

2. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury  

3. And Then There Were None by Agatha 

Christie 

4. Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 

5. The Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer 

6. The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 

7. Unbroken (The Young Adult Adaptation, 

or not – parents’ choice) by Laura 

Hillenbrand  

8. A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle 

9. Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 

10. Legend by Marie Lu 

11. Anne of Green Gables by LM 

Montgomery 

12. The Hobbit by JRR Tolkein

 

Write Back! 
 

Responding to literature in writing aids reading comprehension, each chapter, or every other chapter, students 

should “write back” within the text, recording their inner thoughts. To “write back”, they can: 
 

- make a prediction 

  e.g., “I predict…/ I wonder…/ I bet that…” 

- ask a question 

  e.g., “Why did… /What would happen if…” 

- clarify something previously misunderstood 

  e.g., “This makes sense that…/ Now I see that…” 

- make a comment 

  e.g., “This is good because…/ This is hard because…/ I like that…” 

- make a connection  

  e.g., “This reminds me of…/ This character reminds me of…/ This isn’t like…” 
 

Students can “write back” in the physical book, in the notes section of an e-reader, on sticky notes placed in the 

book, on a separate sheet of paper, etc. Please bring the annotations to the first day of class, along with the books.  


