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Catholic Schools Week Brings Slew of Events

Corpus Christi Moves Forward
By Lorelai Goedecke 

While the best parts or Corpus Christi Academy such as 
caring teachers and a family atmosphere will always be in 
place, Corpus Christi Academy took a number of incredible 
steps forward in its first year, and there is more to come.  

“The biggest 
accomplishment last year,” 
says CCA Principal Ken  
Mitskavich, “was the joining 
of the two schools into one 
body where the students  
created new friendships as 
well as new beginnings and 
a new legacy.” 
  This past summer, the 
Media Center was upgraded, 
the school now has 1:1 
technology from 
kindergarten all the way 
through eighth grade. More 
than 120 new Chromebooks 
with personalized bags and 
insurance are in place.  

  In addition, CCA has begun to implement a S.T.E.M. 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) program 
as well as an anti-bullying program and a positive behavior 
program to develop the whole student. Algebra is also 
taught to the eighth grade students to make their transition 
to high school Math an easier one.  

Last years third grade achieved a 100 percent passage 
rate for the third grade reading guarantee while members of 
the eighth grade were accepted into their first choice of high 
schools.  

Also impressive was the work of CCA’s student authors.  
Laura March and Mary Kate O’Deens wrote an article for 
the Lyndhurst Time Capsule. Maeve Vasko published a 
story in Stone Soup Magazine. 

A revamped Spanish offering is also producing 
impressive results. “There have been wonderful 
accomplishments in Spanish class,” said Mitskavich. “The 
students have been participating in many different ways to 
improve their writing, reading, and conversational skills. 
They have opened their minds to accept differences and 
appreciate and respect other cultures,” added Mitskavich.  

Monday 1/28:  Students will recognize the community 
with service. Student will thank the local police and fire 
departments, with the eighth grade presenting first 
responders with cards and bakery items. Also during the 
day, the third, fourth and fifth grades will be making cards 
for the South Euclid/Lyndhurst schools Superintendent 
Linda Reid, the Lyndhurst Mayor, and the South Euclid 
Mayor respectively 

Tuesday 1/29: On this day Corpus Christi Academy will 
recognize our students. Among the events planned for the 
day is the Knights of Columbus Free-Throw Competition. 
It will also be a SPIRIT dress down day. A bake sale, 
sponsored by the student council will be held. In the 
afternoon there will be a movie with buddies event.  

Wednesday 1/30: This day is dedicated to recognizing 
vocations and the vocations of others who implement, 
encourage and support Catholic Education. There will be 
an 8:30 mass followed by a Science Fair Awards 

presentation. Four large cards from the students will be 
presented to Fathers Klasinski, Ireland, Estabrook and 
Winkel. There will also be a discussion by Fr. Klasinski 
and Fr. Ireland about vocations, hosted by the student 
council.  Stories will be read about the lives of Saints who 
promoted Catholic education throughout the day. 

Thursday 1/31: The day will be for recognizing our 
nation. This will be a red, white, and blue dress down day. 
The afternoon will see a spelling-bee. At the end of the day 
Ms. Mascia and the Studen Council will give a blessing for 
our nation.  

Friday 2/3:  Faculty and Staff will be honored on this day. 
Each teacher will be given a flower. The Parent Teacher 
Group will host a teachers luncheon from 12:30 pm to 1:15 
pm. Each student will write a Thank You note to their 
teacher!  

Principal Ken Mitskavich Continued on page 7
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By Campbell Boerner 
If you think elementary school math is all flash cards 

story problems and workbooks, you haven’t spent time at 
Corpus Christi Academy.  

This year, 
the school 
is using a 
new math 
fact fluency 
program 
called 
XtraMath 
that helps 
students 
master 

addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, the 
building blocks of success in math.  

“Teachers were concerned that students did not know 
their basic math facts,” said first grade teacher Ms. 
Christine Shipley.  

The program has several advantages over other methods 
of teaching basic math facts and increasing fluency. 
XtraMath allows for several different kinds of math 
activities and parents and teachers get regular progress 
reports so they can see where a student is proficient and 
where a student made need to have more practice.  

Another plus is that the activities take just a few minutes 
on the students’ Chromebooks. “Every chance they get 
during the day,” is the answer Shipley gives when asked 
when students can work on their math facts.  

In the short term, students are learning basic math facts. 
In the long term, says Shipley “this basic knowledge will 
strengthen other areas of math. We want CCA students to be 
math rockstars.” 

CCA goes the ‘XtraMath’ Mile for Fluency

School News/Organizations
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Class Notes:

Second grade had a fantastic first half of the year. We have worked hard to master regrouping 
and borrowing. Mastering our math facts is a big goal of ours, so we have begun working on the 
Xtra Math program each morning. We are working hard to earn our Xtra Math master badges to put 
on the school poster in the hall. 

 One of our favorite math activities was building arrays. Right now we are working to complete 
the “Unlock the New Year Challenge.” This class has pushed their reading skills to new heights. 
They have challenged themselves to read a variety of new books.  

With our First Reconciliation complete, we are now beginning to prepare our hearts for First 
Communion. We also started planning our second grade service project. Since so many of us have been 
touched by cancer in some way, we have decided to raise money for families that have been affected or 
by cancer. We plan to do something special for the Gather Place. Come visit our bake sale during Open 
House. All proceeds will go to our service project.

2nd Grade Finishes Strong, Aims for Math Mastery

The fourth grade recently wrapped up a project inspired by the story “Roxaboxen.” The class created a community 
complete with houses, businesses, a town document, and more. We celebrated “The Big Orange” by sharing our town, 
characters, and information with Miss Olp’s kindergarten class. Next, the fourth grade will be reading their second class 
novel and will be working on a non-fiction project — one that could get quite interesting. 

 In social studies, the fourth grade is learning how Ohio became a state and will be embarking on 
a hands-on exploration of the Underground Railroad and all of Ohio’s ties into that time in the 
United States. Our religion studies will have us focusing on the Ten 
Commandments as we find words and ways they relate to us personally. 
 The fifth grade finished an author study on Chris Van Allsburg and we 
used his famous story, “The Polar Express” to take us right into Christmas 
break. They explored character, setting, problems, solutions, clues, and 
theme within a variety of  Van Allsburg’s books. Next, the fifth grade 
language arts class will begin their second novel and will be writing a 
non-fiction book of their own! We will be using research skills and more 
as we tackle these projects. Both classes will do some writing using 
figurative language while incorporating drawing and painting to depict a 

winter scene.

You Can Count on 
These Kindergartners 

Kindergarten is a year of great 
change for students as they learn and 
grow. As the students enter the second 
semester, they progress from 
developing basic reading skills to 
having fluency. They progress from 
learning a foundational understanding 
of addition and counting to loving 
numbers. While these incredible 
learning moments are key, there are 
still the little things that bring a lot of 
joy to the classroom. For example, 
students look forward to new crayons 
and glue. In addition, getting new 
seats was a big event, too.

Underground railway 
routes and stops

Grade Four Learns of Ohio’s Role in Underground Railroad, 
Fifth Graders Set to Begin Reading Second Novel

6th Graders Have Plenty of Energy 
The class has been busy in Ms. Tanno’s math and science courses. In science, 

they have just finished up learning about energy and how energy changes form. To 
explore energy transformations, they had a roller coaster building contest and 
learned how the energy of the marble changed as it moved through their roller 
coasters. They also worked very well together in teams to design and create a 
mousetrap powered car, which they raced in the cafeteria. We have just switched to 
Earth Science, and are ready now to dig into rocks and minerals. 

 In Math, the sixth grade has just learned about operations with fractions. When 
we started on the topic, many students in the class were frustrated and struggled. 
Eighty percent of the class received an A or B on their final quiz on fractions. 

1st Graders Take on Vowel Sounds 
The first grade has been busy reviewing its short vowel sounds. The class 

started a new spelling program which has accelerated the students spelling ability. 
We learned about writing complete sentences and the proper punctuation marks at 
the end of them. In math we are focusing on making 10 before addition or 
subtraction and then writing the fact families.  

We love to learn using Go Noodle and are busy every morning strengthening 
our math skills with the online game “Prodigy”.  

Our favorite activity so far was our Polar Express Day. The room was 
transformed into a train.We found our golden ticket, and embarked on an 
adventure of reading the story, counting marshmallows, and writing a poem about 
candy canes.We spent the afternoon watching the movie.

Third Graders 
Take on Monsters 

January will be a 
busy month in third 
grade! We are 
working on 
multiplication 
concepts and 
memorizing 
multiplication facts 
using our 
Multiplication 
Monsters program. 
Our texts will be The 
Polar Bear 
Son, Ruby's 
Wish and I Wonder 
Why Penguins Can't 
Fly. We have also 
been practicing 
synthesizing, schema 
and identifying details 
to help us better 
understand what we 
are reading. We will 
be starting our service 
project soon.



The Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Respect Life Committee recently sponsored the 42nd Respect Life Essay contest this year 
for students at CCA. It is the second year for Corpus Christi Academy. The same title as LifeWorks Ohio was used for the 
contest so that the students could enter two contests at the same time. The title of the contest this year was “...whatever you 
did for one of the least of My brothers, you did it for Me...” Matthew 25:40. 

Students in sixth, seventh, and eighth grades submitted essays that were 
evaluated by three judges. The first, second and third place winners in the sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grades received cash awards and a framed copy of their 
essays. 

There were also honorable mention certificates awarded. Congratulations to 
the following winners. Sixth grade winners were: first place; Cameron Kane, 
seventh grade; Garrett Bell, and eighth grade; Eva Wheeler. Second place 
finishers were: Makell Byrd, Roman DiNovo, and Cory Fox in sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grades respectively. Third place awards were earned by sixth grader 
Charles Sturgill, seventh grader Elizabeth Loya, and eighth grader Peter Sterkel. Honorable mention went to Chaely Raynor, 
Anna Fallon, Grace Yarbrough, David Miller, Molly Majikas, and Audra Hartman.  

Respect Life Essay Winners Announced

Class Notes:

8th Grade’s Schedule Filled with Projects, Faith Building 
As the new year continues, the eighth graders continue to complete service hours as some prepare for 

the sacrament of Confirmation. Those not being confirmed happily complete service for others, living up 
to the school motto “To inspire, excel and serve.” 

Recently high school applications were completed and 
mailed to the students’ first choice high school.  

As a part of our Social Studies class, students are 
creating a colonial village, complete with ships.  As well 
as presenting Science Fair projects. Look for the displays 
at open house. 

On Thursday, Feb. 8, the eighth grade will take a field 
trip to the Cathedral and have the privilege of meeting 
Bishop Perez, participating in his daily mass. and enjoying 
a pizza lunch. 

The class class will share in a daylong retreat on Friday, 
Feb.23. Please remember them in your prayers as the Holy 
Spirit works within each one of them. As we complete 
semester one, grade 8 continues to grow, not only 
physically, but spiritually, mentally, and socially being 
aware of their responsibility to inspire, excel and serve. 

Grade 7 Finds Reasons to Celebrate 
Celebrations.  A word to summarized the events that 

occurred during the second quarter. The seventh graders 
celebrated Sandwich Day in the beginning of November. 
This celebration entailed the students making a variety of 
sandwiches which they enjoyed for lunch. Of course a 
writing assignment was involved which was inventing a 
sandwich. We celebrated the Christmas season by 
attending the play Christmas Carol  performed by the 
Walsh Jesuit high school students. The celebration 
continued in December whereby the seventh graders 
participated in the Magazine Drive Pig Race. La Var, our 
lime green pig, accompanied by the catchers Claire 
Stergar and Molly Majikas enjoyed a victorious second 
place. 

Grade Five taking Part in Project 
based Learning with Akron Zoo 

Fifth Grade is soaring through the year.  The students are 
being challenged and they are working very hard to accomplish 
their goals. 

In Math, we are currently working with decimals.  The 
students are about to embark on a project based learning 
assignment where they will be using multiplication in a variety 
of ways to create either a restaurant or a resort. They will be 
incorporating decimals into everything from creating menus to 
designing the building.  This should be a fun activity where the 
students can really show their own creativity. 

In Social Studies we have just learned about the history of 
the Maya civilization.   Now we are learning about some of the 
aspects of the culture that make them unique.  We will be 
creating calendars, experiencing a Maya ball game called Pok-
to-Pok, and even writing our names in hieroglyphics. The 
students are having fun experiencing pieces of history instead of 
just reading about it. 

In Science we are embarking on a STREAM project in 
conjunction with the Akron Zoo.  The students will be creating 
and organizing a project to help save rainforests in South 
America.  Students will be researching endangered animals, 
creating advertisements to promote our project, and will keep 
track of data to show how many trees we are planting in the 
diminishing rainforests.  We are so blessed to work in 
partnership with the Akron Zoo on this amazing project. 



NEW FACES 
Mrs. Rodusky 

Grade: 4th and 5th 
grade language 
arts & homeroom 

How Long have 
you been 
teaching: More 
than 15 years  

Favorite Color: 
Orange and navy 

College: Ohio 
University 

Favorite Food: 
Mexican 

l 
A song, or artist, on your ipod or phone:  
John Mayer and classic alternative rock 

Q: What is the best thing about CCA?  
The students, teachers and positive energy! 

If not a teacher, I’d be:  
An Interior designer 

Three things most people don’t know about 
you: 

….I used to walk on stilts 
….I’m good at TV trivia 
….I can sing happy birthday in polish 

By Anisa Henderson

Mrs. Rodusky

Arts

Music Continues to Hit High Notes at CCA

By The Eagle Edition Editorial Staff:  
The Corpus Christi Academy Christmas Concert was a success due to the hard work by all involved.  
“ The students worked very hard on their music, said Mrs. Betsy Mast, CCA’s music teacher, “and I am very proud of 

what they accomplished.” 
  But there is no rest for the talented singers of Corpus Christi according to Mast. “Mr. Mitskavich and I are discussing 

the details of the spring concert, which would include the students in grades five through eight.   
The primary students will be developing their musical skills of singing 
correct pitches, performing accurate rhythms, and using dynamics to create a 
musical experience.  They will be practicing their music reading and writing 
skills through small group activities and composing.  Students will have 
opportunities to play our barred instruments  and create harmony with 
ostinatos. Third graders will begin playing the recorder. 
  The fourth grade will continue working on learning the names of the 
instruments in the orchestra.  This nine weeks we will finish up the unit 
looking at the brass and strings families.  They will also be practicing their 
skills of reading music notation by playing games and using their computers, 
and playing their recorders.  The fifth grade will compare and contrast 
musicals with opera by analyzing a song from Hamilton.  Then they will 
work on maintaining an individual musical line in an ensemble.  The sixth 
grade will finish up a unit of how music is used  
  In other music related news, the band’s holiday concert, December 13 was 
well attended and a success due to the hard work and dedication of the 
students in band and the work of Mr. Tom Trost, the band director.  
The 2018 Corpus Christi Drama Club is also hard at work. Shrek the Musical 

Jr. will run April 27-28 in the Corpus Christ Academy West Gym. Showtimes will be 7:30



CCA Hosts Hoops Tourneys

Twenty-two schools took part in the recent CCA Christmas Classic. The tournament, which 
holds its games at Ursuline College, is one of two the school hosts. The Jim Lawless 
Memorial Tournament is currently underway with 32 fourth, fifth, and sixth grade teams are 
taking part. The Jim Lawless Roundball Classic runs Through February 23 at CCA West. 

Sports

By The Eagle Edition Editorial Staff 
Every year, the Corpus Christi Academy 

Athletic Boosters play host to two 
basketball tournaments, the Corpus Christi 

Academy 
Christmas 
Classic and 
the Jim 
Lawless 
Roundball 
Classic. 
The 
Christmas 
tourney 
recently 
ended and 
whether the 

teams were cross town rivals or local rivals 
the multi week tournament gave crowds 
plenty to cheer about. The CCA Christmas 
Classic takes place at Ursuline College each 
December. The Jim Lawless Roundball 
Classic recently got underway. The 
tournament has 32 teams participating this 
year. 

Eagles Already Racking up Championships
By The Eagle Edition Sports Staff 

In just its second year of existence, 
Corpus Christi Academy is already 
making a name for itself in CYO 
sports.  

So far the Eagles have captured 
three CYO City Championships. The 
Cadet level girls volleyball cross 
country team won the 2016 CYO 
City Championship while the varsity 
level boys runners also took home a 
city championship. The seventh 
grade lady Eagles finished the 2016 
season with a CYO city crown.  

In 2017 the varsity boys basketball 
team (pictured) had a dream season, 
going a perfect 24-0 and took home 
the CYO City Crown in thrilling 
fashion in front of one of the largest 
crowds to every witness a CYO 
basketball playoff game.  The Boys 
seventh grade “A” basketball team 
also took a tournament crown in 
2017.



Moving Forward  

When it comes to the CCA building itself, there are also 
plenty of changes. The school was awarded $40,000 in 
Rooted in Faith Grants last year. With those funds Dry Erase 
boards were purchased to replace chalkboards and provide 
interactive screens for the impressive 
Epson Bright Link projectors that were 
installed to take the place of the aging 
SmartBoards. Drop ceilings and LED 
lighting was also installed in four 
classrooms and the restrooms. The 
restrooms also saw the installation of new 
dividers and were repainted. The school is 
also a safer place thanks to the installation 
of 11 security cameras, which are 
monitored on a 42-inch monitor in the 
main office and accessible off-site. 

The second, seventh and eighth grade 
classrooms have had the aging carpeting 

replaced with tile floors. New windows were installed in 
the middle school classrooms and new shades brightened 
up the Academy’s classrooms!   

Outside, the back parking lot has been been partially 
repaved, making the area safer for recess activities.  

Even more changes are planned for the future including a 
new preschool format that is in the works and plans are 
coming together for the new water stations, tile floors and 
safety barriers for the car-rider line. 

Calendar 
January: 
1/28 - Catholic Schools Week 
1/28 - CCA Open House 11:00 am - 2:00 pm
1/ 29 - Judged Science Fair: 7th & 8th 
Grades
1/30 - K.O.C. Columbus Basketball 
Competition
1/31 - School Liturgy 8:30 am
2/7 - First Communion Meeting  
7pm – 8:30pm
2/16 - NO SCHOOL
2/19 - NO SCHOOL
2/23 - 8th grade confirmation retreat
2/27 - NED Show: Kindness Adventure 
Assembly for Grades K-5

CCA Students Support the Local Community

In December, The American Heritage Girls collected gently used shoes. 
The troop collected thousands of shoes that were used to help create micro-
enterprises in developing countries.

Shoe Collection Aids Those in Developing Countries

Corpus Christi students live out their motto “To Serve” by helping the local 
community through individual service projects as well as classroom service 
projects.  Some of the organizations that CCA has supported include 

Altercare 
Nursing and 
Rehab Center, 
Fatima Family 
Center, the 
Malachi House, 
Cloistered 
Sisters and 
Carmelite 
Sisters, 
Children’s 
hospitals, 
Harvest for 
Hunger, Coats 
for Kids, Local 
Students in 
need, and the 
Cleveland Food 
Pantry.

Dance Rescheduled 
The Bitty Bop K-3 dance 

rescheduled. The new date is 
Friday, Feb. 2 in the CCA gym. 
The event will go from 7:00 - 
8:30 pm. The cost is $5 per per 
student, unless already paid 

via SuperTicket. 
DJ Ray Oliverio will be playing music 

and light refreshments will be served.

Giving/ Faith

Young Hoopsters Lend Support 
The fourth grade girls’ basketball Eagles 

at Corpus Christi Academy rallied around 
their friend by hosting a fundraiser for 
Pediatric Oncology at the Cleveland 
Clinic. For every free throw made, friends 
and family donated to the cause. Overall, 
the lady Eagles raised more than $1,400 
for the pediatric cancer patients.  This  
year the ladies are teaming with other area 
CYO teams to raise even 
more money and 
awareness!
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CCoorrppuuss  CChhrriissttii  AAccaaddeemmyy  ::    FFaasstt  FFaaccttss  

 

204 
Students 

 
Catholic Co-Ed  
PreKindergarten  
through Grade 8 

Established in 
August 2016 

  

The merger brought together 

Two Great Schools with a 
Combined 160 Year Legacy 

 
Saint Clare in Lyndhurst and  

Sacred Heart of Jesus in South Euclid 
 
 NEW: 4 Year Old 

Pre-K Programs  
 

- half and full days - 
starting August 2018 

Home of the Eagles 
 

Chromebook  
Laptops for Every Student  
        Kindergarten through Grade 8 
 
 

 

Interactive 
Technology 

in all Classrooms 
. . .  

Average 
Class Size 

20 
 

Service Learning 
Projects in 
Kindergarten 
through Grade 8 

 

Executive Judged Panel 
     Science Fair: Grades 7 and 8 

 
         Student  

Provided Services 
 

x Psychologist  
x Speech Language 
x Intervention Specialist 
x Title I 
 

EdChoice Scholarship 
Program Provider 

 

From the State of Ohio  
Department of Education 

Eagles Before and 
After Care Programs 

 

Offered to students in  
Kindergarten through Grade 8 
            

State-of-the-Art  
Labs 

 x Math 
x Science 
x Technology 
            

10 Sports 
offered from 
Kindergarten 

through Grade 8  

21 Years 
Average Teaching 

Experience among our 
Faculty and Staff 

. . .  
Highly Honored 
Faculty and Staff 

 

Daily Religion 
Instruction 

 

& 
 

Weekly 
Student 

School Liturgy 
 
 

Beginner and Advanced 
Band Levels  

Grades 4 through 8 
 

6 
Co-Curricular 

Classes  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art, Library, Music, 
Physical Education, 

Spanish, Technology 

5655 Mayfield Road, Lyndhurst, Ohio 44124 
www.corpuschristiacad.org |  (440) 449-4242 x102 
  Follow us:       corpuschristiacademy           @CCASoars 

Sacramental 
Preparation 
with Retreats 
 

Grades 2 and 8 



Kindergarten: 

1st Grade: 
The first grade has been busy reviewing its 

short vowel sounds. The class started a new 
spelling program which has accelerated the 
students spelling ability. We learned about 
writing complete sentences and the proper 
punctuation marks at the end of them. In math 
we are focusing on making 10 before addition 
or subtraction and then writing the fact families.  

We love to learn using Go Noodle and are 
busy every morning strengthening our math 
skills with the online game prodigy.  

Our favorite activity so far was our Polar 
Express Day.The room was transformed into a 
train.We found our golden ticket, and embarked 
on an adventure of reading the story, counting 
marshmallows, and writing a poem about candy 
canes.We spent the afternoon watching the 
movie and enjoying hot chocolate and cookies.  

2nd Grade:. 

3rd Grade: 
6th Grade: 
8th Grade:



St. Clare Roundball Classic  
Championship Section
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